
2026 Spring C0nference 
dodge city, kansas 
Professional development, local history, and collaboraƟon in Dodge City 

From the depot, we board-
ed the trolley for a rolling 
ride across town, with Jo-
Ann Knight leading the way 
and painƟng the journey 
with tales and local color fit 
for any wagon train stop.  

Our AAKC confer-
ence kicked off 
with true fronƟer 
flair at the historic 
Santa Fe Depot, 
where the echoes 
of the Old West 
sƟll seem to ride 
on the Kansas 
wind.  

CVB Director Megan Welsh welcomed the group with a tour and 
presentaƟon, sharing Dodge City’s story like a seasoned trail guide 
around a campfire. 



As the sun seƩled low on the prairie, we gathered at Central StaƟon for supper, 
where hearty fare, warm fellowship, and a generous helping of Western hospi-
tality and pink coƩon candy wrapped up the evening in fine cowboy fashion.  



Welcom! 

From the moment folks stepped through 
the doors, the conference had all the 
polish of a well-run fronƟer gathering, 
with Western decoraƟons that set the 
scene and thoughƞul touches around 
every corner. The snacks were laid out 
like welcome provisions on the trail—

plenƟful, inviƟng, and sure to keep every 
rider fueled for the day ahead.  

The training sessions on Day 2 delivered pracƟ-
cal knowledge with purpose, giving aƩendees 
useful tools to take back home to their own 
towns and offices.  Kate Nygren , KU Public 
Management Center, focused on developing 
our skills and leadership potenƟal.  
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DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR   



DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR   



MEMBERSHIP AWARDS   

Terice WaƩs presented 
Holly McGinnis with the 
Nancy Crain Municipal Ad-
ministraƟve Professional of 
the Year award.  

CongratulaƟons Holly!  

Terice WaƩs presented Jennifer 
GuƟerres the 20 Years of Service 
Award.  

CongratulaƟons Jennifer!  

Thank you for your dedicaƟon 
and commitment to AAKC!! 



EVENING FUN 

THE LONG BRANCH VARIETY SHOW   

2 men, 2 proposals, 2 many choices. Shelly was such a great sport! 



City Hall which was shinier than 
a brand new Sheriff’s badge. 



What truly stood 
out was our host-
esses sharp eye for 
detail; every piece 
was planned with 
care, making the 
whole event run as 
smooth as a stage-
coach on an open 
Kansas plain.  
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Holly McGinnis presents our amazing Dodge City 
hostesses, Jennifer GuƟerres & Caitlyn Alvarado, 
with giŌs for their hard work.  



Group Pictures 


