




















THE AAKC 
CONNECTION 
 
FALL 2024 CONFERENCE  
Sept 12-13 

Paula Hayes, City of Independence, was our  

Fall 2024 Conference hostess.   

Home to Laura Ingalls Wilder, author of “Little House 

on the Prairie”,  we found Independence  to be  

welcoming, warm and full of character; just like Paula! 

 

The Fall Conference kicked off with a walking tour  

of historic downtown. 



Highlights of Downtown 

Independence included stops at: 

• Apricot Lane Boutique 

• Stone & Sage 

• Magnolia Scents by Design 

• Casey’s Creations Bakery & Deli 

• Cask & Grove Balsomic 

Vinegars & Olive Oils 



Uncle Jack’s was ready to 

quench our thirst and refuel our 

bodies at dinner. 

Then we topped off the night 

at Twigs Floral & Gifts,  

(over)indulging on chocolates, 

sorbet and other treats.  



Mayor Tim Emert gets  

us underway with a warm welcome 

Montgomery County Attorney 

Melissa Johnson provided a 

thorough KOMA refresher 

Yvonne Hull—Neosho County 

Community College—Director of 

Development explored our 

personalities and how that affects 

our communication style 



 

 

Welcoming our 

new Executive 

Board Vice-

President Melissa 

Meiners (Olathe), 

and Treasurer 

Amanda Morris 

(Salina) 






